
CC: Chest Pain
(includes epigastric pn)

CC: Short of Breath CC: N / V CC: Syncope CC: Palpitations,

Racing heart

Age over 20?
Y N

Is this your asthma?
N Y NO 

EKG

Cocaine 
in last 
240?

Y N

EKG

EKG

NO 
EKG

Age over 35?
YN

Known cardiac 
history?
Y N

EKG

Age over 35?
YN

EKGSudden 
collapse 

without any 
presyncope?

YN

Consistent 
with 

vasovagal
without any 
chest pain, 
palpitations, 
or cardiac 
history?
Y N

Fever,  
diarrhea today 
or yesterday, 
or abdominal 
pain (other 

than 
epigastric)?

YN

EKG
NO 

EKG
EKG

JDH ED Triage Algorithm: When to perform EKG in the waiting room


