
Clinical Protocol  Page 1 of 1 
FSC PACU / JDH PACU Unit Practice Manual 
John Dempsey Hospital – Dept. of Nursing   
University of Connecticut Health System 
  

 
PROTOCOL FOR: 

 
PACU Admission 

 

UNIT17/pro/pacu admission 

POLICY: 1. Hand-off report will be received by the PACU RN from the 
anesthesia care provider or the RN responsible for monitoring 
the patient during the procedure.  This report will occur 
prior to or upon patient arrival in JDH PACU and upon patient 
arrival in FSC PACU. 

 
2. The patient will receive a priority based and comprehensive 

health assessment of major body systems. 
 

DESIRED PATIENT 
OUTCOME: 

 
1. The patient will receive a comprehensive health assessment of 

major body systems upon arrival to the PACU. 
 
2. The patient will receive care guided by the assessment data. 
 

CLINICAL 
ASSESSMENT 
AND CARE: 

 
 
1. A comprehensive health assessment of major body systems will 

occur with initial priority given to: 
 Airway patency; 
 Breathing (respiratory drive);  
 Cardiovascular sufficiency; and 
 level of consciousness. 
 

2. A comprehensive health assessment of major body systems will 
occur with secondary priority, as appropriate, given to: 
 vascular access; 
 EKG monitoring, as needed; 
 infusing solutions and medications; 
 pain level; 
 tissue perfusion / skin condition; 
 radial arterial pulse checks; 
 femoral dorsal pedalis and posterior tibialis pulse checks; 
 dressings; 
 sensory and motor function; 
 disabilities; 
 laboratory values; 
 temperature / thermoregulation; 
 age-specific considerations;  
 religious / cultural considerations; and 
 other special needs as identified through report. 
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